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All Good 


Jam rushing a two-year subscription to you 
The last issue, as are all the issues, was sure 
J especially liked the article “Dr 


a corker 


Luke Js Right 

Mather Field, Calit Pyt. Robert Nilson 
+ >» 

Congratulations! 

Formerly you sent HIS to both Marian F 

Deyo and Dr. Donald F. Rayl. Now these two 


have become one in Him, so it will no longer 
be necessary to send HIS to either one of 
them, but to Dr. and Mrs. Donald F. Rayl 

Shelton, Conn Mrs. D. F. Rayl 


Right Approach 
J like the scholarly and unemotional approach 
of HIS. Vou have 


narrow and 


ione a good job of avoiding 
inconsequential arguments and 
hasty and one-sided opinions 


A.P.O., New York M/Set. E. B. Paul 


Fears Princeton 
Robert Oerters article on 
Time 


itual needs remain 


War 


was courageous and stimulating. Spir 


Seminary in 


our chief purpose 
Imen! But too 
Js it likely 


attend 


to know and do God's will 
bad about his choice of seminary 
to be Gods will for young men to 
modernist or middle-of-the-road 


is weakened or undermined rather 


seminaries 
where faith 
than strengthened? My objections to Prince 
ton: (1) President Mackay and other profes 
with its 
deity 
see Sunday School 
43 2 the 


sors are exponents of Barthianism 


shaky positions on inspiration and the 


and atonement of Christ 


Times, Sept. 18 and 2 inclu 


7 
sive position is upbeld—that there is room 


in church both for conservatives and for lib 


erals who too often preach another gospel 


see Galaiions 1) which is not unto sa'va 
tion. Js such teaching and indifferentism likely 
to produce strong Christian leaders?—So:ind 
the alarm! 


Wheaton, II 
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This month's cover girl is Phyllis Loveless 
U. S. Inter-Varsity staff member 


the headquarters office in Chicago. Here she 


located in 


is seen entering subscriptions to HIS (sec 
story, page 13). Phyl resigned soon after this 
picture was taken to join cadet husband Bob 
in quote beautiful Texas unquote. Pictures on 


pages 5, 6, 8 trom Hoy 
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How to be Really Happy 


za Christians we often glibly describe 

the world’s attempts to gain happi- 
ness as a delusion. Yet | wonder how 
many of us can honestly claim unbroken 
months, weeks—even days—ot com- 
plete happiness ? 

If not, we are missing one of the great- 
est and surest returns we should have 
from our Christian lives, In fact, we are 
hypocrites. 

What then is the secret of true happi- 
ness? 

As in our entire Christian experience, 
we first must find what God has to say 
about it in His Word. 

There are many promises, but prob- 
ably none so familiar as Galatians 5:22: 
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace 

.’ Other statements cover the range 
ot human emotion, Many turn to the 
Old Testament claim: “Happy art thou 

O people saved by the Lord, the 
shield of thy help, and who is the sword 
of thy excellency .. .” (Deut. 32:29). 

There are the promises. Now, experi- 

mentally, what is the key to this happi- 


ness? 


Ina nutshell, it is an bonest, earnest 
desire to please God. 

A big ogder, you assert. 

It's more than that; it’s impossible— 
that is, if God in His mercy had not 
promised to help us through His Holy 
Spirit. Imagine the concern, the love, the 
compassion He has for us to do that! 

.. For not only does He ask nothing 
more of us than to please Him—but He 


actually has promised to help us do it 


This brings us to the first step in 
pleasing Him. That is: in return for all 
He has done, is doing and will do tor us, 
we mist love Him 

We can demonstrate this love tor Him 
by our desire to know Him better, by 
reading and meditating on His Word 
daily. We can demonstrate it by our 
obedience to the commands we find in 
His Word. We can demonstrate it in 
our fellowship with Him through prayer. 

And (try it and see!), sure enough, 
as we demonstrate our little love for 
Him in these ways, we find our love for 
Him increasing! And so does our joy! 

In the old days when Gipsy Smith 
was more active in the evangelistic cir- 
cuit, he would begin his campaign in a 
city with the first two nights devoted 
only to Christians, betore going on with 
meetings for the unsaved. His theme on 
those two nights was love for God. It 
you love God, he would say, you'll love 
your wife more. You'll love your neigh 
bor too—and before you know it you'll 
be living the radiant Christian life that 
means genuine peace and happiness. 

A university student doing graduate 
work once told me: “The greatest evi- 
dence I have of my Christian experience 
is the love which God has given me tor 
non-Christian students. | know my natu- 
ral tendencies,” he went on to explain, 
‘and I know that without the love which 
I have for God and which He, as a re- 
sult, has given me for my classmates, | 
would be jealous, discontented and en- 
tirely unhappy.” 


As love for God is our first step to- 








ward happiness, worship of God is the 
second, 

Anyone who is half-conscious of the 
world in which he lives—of the beauty, 
design and majesty of nature—cannot 
help being overawed at the thought that 
the Creator of all this so loved him that 
He gave His Son to die for his sins. 

What does this mean? It means we 
should continually praise and thank Him 
tor what He has done for us. 

Half-buried in a little old booklet 
called “Hints and Helps to Young Chris- 
tians” I once discovered a statement that 
many might overlook; yet that statement 
I believe has been the clue to more than 
one successful Christian career. It reads 
simply: “Endeavor to have prayer and 
praise and thoughts of heavenly things 
first in the morning—and last in the eve- 
ning.” 

Praise in the morning—praise in the 
evening. . More than that—praise 
throughout the day. 

One of the country’s outstanding busi- 
ness men recently told me that when- 
ever everything seemed to go wrong and 
he felt the slightest tendency toward 
discouragement, he immediately went 
into his office, closed the door and 
poured out his heart to God. . . . Not, 
strangely enough, for help and en- 
couragement—but rather in praise and 
thanksgiving to God. 

“Nothing,” he said, “brings me a 
keener experience of the joy of the Lord 
than, when the going is toughest, to 


praise Him for His goodness to me.” 

The third step toward pleasing God, 
and hence gaining happiness, is to make 
the glorifying of Christ the end ambition 
of everything we do... . “Whatsoever 
ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 
Cor. 10:31). 

The big job of Satan is to get God's 
people to put other things ahead of God. 
It may be money, or home—perhaps 
even our success as a Fellowship leader 
or young people’s worker. Satan is so 
subtle that we may become proud of the 
belief that we are more 
Christians than our neighbors. 

On the other hand, if we are honest 
in our prayer that He humble us, then 
He will be better able to use us to His 
glory and our happiness. 

Someone asked Francis of Assisi the 
secret to his successful life. 

“This may be it,”’ he said. “The Lord 
looked down heaven and said, 
‘Where can I find the weakest, littlest, 
meanest man on earth? 

“Then He saw me and said, ‘I’ve 
found him. | will work through him. He 
won't be proud of it. He'll see I am only 
using him because of his insignifi- 


consecrated 


from 


cance.’ ” 

Finally, remember the curious incon- 
sistency of the term “happiness.” Those 
who seek it for themselves never find it; 
those who seek it for others always do. 

In other words, the way to be happy 
is to really put Christ first, others next, 
yourself last. 


Ss 


Friendliness Counts 


I have been in charge of a church on a new 


housing project for nearly four years. During 


that time it has been the friendship for others 


shown by some of the members that has been 
used perhaps more than any other human 
factor in bringing people into Christian life 
and fellowship 








Report: 





Latin American Campuses 


When an expansion of evangelical univer 
sity work into Latin America was suggested 
six years ago by Dr. Jobn Howitt, of the Ca- 
nadian Board of Directors of the Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship, the idea seemed to be 
an impractical dream. Now, due to faith 
prayer and sacrifice on the part of U. S. and 
Canadian students, the dream appears to be 
coming true... . Last January the Canadian 
and American Boards of Directors of Inter 
Varsity, encouraged by the request of stu 
dents for a missionary project, asked Gen- 
eral Secretary Stacey Woods to visit a num 
ber of countries in Latin America to survey 
the need and opportunity for an evangelical 
student work there. U. S. and Canadian Jn- 
ter-Varsity students responded with gifts 





by C. Stacey Woods 


which, together with a special donation from 
the Pioneer Mission Agency, were sufficient 
to pay the cost of the entire enterprise, leav 
ing a small fund upon which to build for 
future developments suggested in this report 


I submitting this report | want to ex- 
press heartfelt thankfulness to Al- 
mighty God for journeying mercies, for 
the wonderful way I was enabled to 
travel on schedule under wartime condi- 
tions in spite of the lack of any travel 
priority, for open doors and many kind- 
nesses received everywhere from Chris- 
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tians to whom in many instances I was 


an entire stranger. 


The knowledge of your prayer fellow 
ship on this trip was a great comfort. 
Staff members have repeatedly written 
of the very keen interest our Inter-Var- 
sity students have taken in this venture, 
and now they eagerly await announce- 
ment of the next step. 

As you know, I visited Mexico City 
and izaba, in Mexico; Guatemala 
City, Guatemala; Managua, Nicaragua; 
San Jose, Costa Rica; Panama City; Me- 
dillin; Bogota, Cartagena and Baranquil- 
la, Colombia; Kingston, Jamaica; and 
Havana, Cuba. 

Their Need Is 
Unexpectedly Great 

General impressions and_ reactions 
from this trip are varied. The need for a 
clear-cut fundamental witness among 
students in Latin America is far greater 
than I could have imagined possible. | 
use the word “fundamental’’ advisedly, 
for the term “evangelical” in Latin 
America is somewhat misleading be 
cause it is inclusive of all Protestant 
Christians regardless of their theological 
position. 

Latin American national universities 
do not permit any religious student ac-’ 
tivity of any faith, nor political activity 
within university buildings. 

There is no campus life as we know 
it, nor are there extra-curricular student 
organizations; no student unions, no ath- 
letics as we understand them, and scarce- 
ly a student residence or dormitory. The 
majority of students work for their sup- 
port and have little spare time. 

Secondary schools — which do not 
have free tuition—provide a more ad- 


No spacious lawns here. This University 
of Mexico class building hugs the side- 
walk of a busy Mexico City street. 


vanced course of study than do our 
North American high schools. Students 
graduating from these institutions do so 
with a bachelor’s degree which is ap- 
proximately equivalent to graduating 
trom a junior college in the United States 
or to finishing the first or second year of 
a Canadian university. After secondary 
school the regular university consists of 
a specialized vocational training in med- 
cine, law, economics, etc. The existence 
of these secondary schools must be 
borne in mind as a field for student 
work. 

Latin American students themselves 
were wonderfully courteous, friendly 
and most intelligent. They are more in- 
terested in personalities than doctrine 
and philosophy. This means that the 
issues of humanism and historic Chris- 
tianity or liberal and orthodox theology 
to most of them seem unimportant. 

The Latin American student still has 
close ties with Europe and seems to be 
suspicious of the United States and of 
American intention. Money lavishly 
spent has proved a poor substitute for 
painstaking care to understand and to 
know him, 

In every center I visited I came into 
contact with born-again university stu- 
dents. The number was very, very small, 
but I believe in many centers there is a 
nucleus upon which really effective stu- 
dent work can be built. The student pop- 
ulation in some of these countries is 
enormous. For instance, in Mexico there 
are 20,000 university students. Approxi- 
mately 13,000 students attend the Uni- 
versity of Havana. 


How We Can Proceed 
Several ways of establishing a vital 


testimony for Christ in Latin American 
universities present themselves. 

There seem to be a number of open- 
ings for university graduates who know 
Spanish to go to some Latin American 
universities to teach English. This would 
be a piece of real missionary work, and 
possibly would do more to establish 
close contact with Latin American stu- 
dents than any other approach. 


Because of the absence of university 
facilities for student meetings and be- 
cause it would not be wise to attempt to 
reach unconverted students through 
Protestant churches, it would seem to be 
necessary wherever student work is un- 
dertaken to have a hostel close to the 
university. This hostel could also include 
a student residence and eventually could 
become practically self-supporting. Stu- 
dents could board there, and it would be 
used as a Christian student center. The 
need for such hostels for Latin Ameri- 
can students is far greater than on any 
North American campus | have visited. 


Another means of contacting non- 
Christian students would be to conduct 
some classes in English or North Ameri- 
can culture. It would seem that these 
would be well patronized and would 
serve as the most obvious and best means 
of making preliminary contacts. 


Because of the secondary school situ- 
ation, | would recommend that any stu- 
dent work we undertake should include 
these secondary schools, which, as I have 
already stated, grant a degree that 
roughly corresponds to graduation from 
an American junior college. 

Much prayer will be needed if bless- 
ing and success are to attend any effort 
made. 
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It will be most necessary to encourage 
truly Christian students to link up with 
strictly fundamental churches in Latin 
America and so to avoid any compro- 
mise with liberal Protestantism. 


It may be necessary at the outset for 
the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship in 
Latin America to be a kind of missionary 
offshoot of our North American student 
work, But because of the prevailing atti- 
tude of suspicion in Latin America 
toward North America, and also for the 
sake of the students and the work itself, 
this work must become a national move- 
ment just as quickly as possible and have 
a strictly autonomous set-up, with its 
own staff and board of directors or com- 
mittee. 


Inter-Varsity Worker 
Available 
God seems to have set His seal upon 
this preliminary survey. First, a strictly 
fundamental student organization has 
been established among a few students 
in the University of Mexico since my 
visit there. And, secondly, a young man 
just finishing his theology, who seems to 
be ideally fitted for this work academi- 
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Picturesque and typical of Latin Ameri- 
can university buildings is this inside 
court above, in which students are seen 
lounging between classes. 


cally, spiritually and trom his past con- 
tacts with Latin Americans, has applied 
tor appointment to the Inter-Varsity 
staff. His appointment is under consid- 
eration, and decision will probably be 
reached concerning this matter in Sep- 
tember. Support for such a work for the 
first year would probably amount to 
$1,200, and it is hoped that this entire 
enterprise will be supported by North 
American students, 

There is also a very wonderful indi- 
cation of God's leading in the possibility 
of our commencing work not only in 
Mexico but also in Costa Rica. Readers 
of His are urged to pray that God may 
clearly guide as to the next step. Funds 
for this pioneer missionary effort, to be 
undertaken if God leads and directs, 
may be sent to U. S. and Canadian In- 
ter-Varsity headquarters by individual 
students and by chapters. 

Concluding this report, which of ne- 
cessity has been somewhat sketchy and 
incomplete, may | say that the ignorance 
of Biblical Christianity by Latin Ameri- 
can students is more profound than | 
could have imagined possible. The work 
will probably be very slow and difficult 
and perhaps disappointing. Minute nu- 
clei of born-again students already exist. 
They will welcome our help. Liberal 
Protestants will capture or stifle these 
minorities if we do not help them. 

Jam convinced that we should in faith 
courageously attempt this effort the mo 
ment the Captain of our salvation gives 
the signal by providing suitable workers 


necessary support, and opening doors 


Some wonder why God can't forgive without Christ's death 


“WHY THIS BLOODY SACRIFICE” 


yee my freshman year in the 
University of Minnesota I had the 
privilege of attending the Student Vol- 
unteer Convention at Kansas City. 

One of the chaperones of the party 
was a professor of philosophy in the 
university. I well remember that night 
on the train going down to the conven- 
tion, discussing theology with this phi- 
losophy professor. He was very cour- 
teous and willing to talk. As 1 remember 
the incident now, I must have seemed 
very impertinent, but I believed with 
all my heart that Jesus Christ shed His 
blood for my sins, died as my substitute 
on the cross. I could not keep silent. 
This professor had no such conception 
of the Christian faith or of the cross. 
Christianity to him was only a way of 
life. 

| mentioned to him that “apart from 
the shedding of blood there is no re- 
mission” (Hebrews 9:22). 

To this the professor replied, “Why 
must there be the shedding of blood? 
Why does not God merely forgive sin, 
as the state pardons a criminal or as we 
are required to forgive one another?” 

I sought to reply by testimony and 
Scripture, but my words were not very 
effective. As the evening wore away, the 
professor finally said, very kindly but 
somewhat wearily, “When your mind is 
more mature this doctrine of blood will 
not appeal to you. You will come to 
have a more ethical conception of Chris- 


by 7. Oliver Buswell, Tr. 


tianity, apart from this bloody  sacri- 
fice.” 

After college days I met a similar 
problem in theological study at divinity 
school, not only in the classroom but on 
the campus and in conversations with 
older students. Very few believed that 
“the blood of Jesus, His Son, cleanseth 
us from all sin” (I John 1:7). Scarcely 
anyone believed that Christ died for our 
sins as our substitute. | well remember 
the withering effect of the polite and 
courteous scorn of an older man who 
said one day, “Yes, I used to believe 
what you believe. | have gone through 
that stage, and have come to more ma- 
ture conceptions of the Christian mes- 
sage.” 

1 thought much about these conver- 
sations. The question, ““Why does not 
God merely forgive sin as the state par- 
dons a criminal or as we are required 
in the Scripture to forgive one another?” 
kept repeating itself in my mind. | felt 
deeply that there was something un- 
fair, or perhaps | had better say, “un- 
real,” about the question. Do we really 
‘merely forgive” one another? Does the 
state “merely forgive’ a criminal? Is 
there not involved an element of which 
the professor did not take notice? After 
all is not substitutional suffering a part of 


Dr. Buswell is president of the National Bible 
Institute, New York. This article is a con 
densation from “Sin ard Atonement,’ pub 
lished by Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich 
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all genuine forgiveness? When one man 
forgives another, does he not in a very 
real way suffer in the place of the one 
forgiven? So with God’s forgiveness. 
God—Not a Third Party—Suffers 

The question is often raised, “How 
can a third party come in between God 
and man with any true ethical signifi- 
cance?” The answer is, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the eternal Son of God, is ab- 
solutely at one with the Father in the 
plan and execution of the atonement. It 
is quite wrong to regard Christ as a 
third party. 

Those who truly believe that Jesus 
Christ bore our guilt and removed our 
penalty by His death on the cross, some- 
times speak as though God the Father 
alone embodies the principle of right- 
eousness or justice toward man, the sin- 
ner; then Jesus Christ, a third party, 
embodying the principle of mercy, 
comes in between the righteous God and 
the sinful race. Third party substitution 
is, | believe, a fundamental difficulty in 
some of our orthodox preaching today. 
The idea of third party substitution is 
not found in the Scriptures. It is very 
unfortunate that it has crept into some 
of our evangelistic illustrations. If A 
sins against B, the penalty is not trans- 
terable to C in any orderly government, 
and the Scripture does not so present 
the matter. 

It is a very important principle in 
Christian theology that justice or right- 
eousness is as truly a part of the nature 
of our Lord Jesus Christ as it is a part 
of the nature of God the Father. At the 
same time, mercy and love are as truly 
of the nature of the Father as they are 
of the nature of the Son. Professor Elsie 
Storrs Dow expresses this thought in 
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saying that the most terribly wrathful 
expression in all the field of literature 
is found in the phrase, ‘the wrath of the 
Lamb” (Rev. 6:16). He is the One 
sinned against. He is, at the same time, 
man. He became man in the incarna- 
tion. He represents our race in offering 
a perfectly sinless sacrifice to satisfy 
that principle of justice which is essen- 
tial to His nature as God. 
Invent a Perfect World 

If anyone should wish to invent a 
moral world in a vacuum, if any ethical 
theorist might desire to set down on 
paper his picture of what a moral uni- 
verse might be, he would inevitably in- 
clude in such a universe the principle 
that the consequences of sin ought to 
fall upon the sinner himself. This ar- 
rangement would seem to appeal to the 
moral sensibility of everyone. If there 
could be a world in which one who 
struck a blow in unrighteous anger 
would find that the blow fell upon his 
own head, that kind of a world would 
be regarded as involving at least one 
necessary moral principle. 

And if anyone has done wrong, he 
ought to make good the wrong in so 
far as it is possible. Such restitution, 
however, will not satisfy the demands 
of justice. No one can completely undo 
a wrong. Sin against God is an infinite 
wrong, and cannot in any way be un- 
done by any subsequent good behav- 
iour. Restitution being inadequate and 
the sin actually falling upon others as 
well as upon the sinner, penalty is a 
universally necessary moral idea. The 
sinner ought to be punished for his 
sin. The penalty is not made up of the 
actual consequences of the sin in every 
case, but penalty is rather a forensic, 


judicial, governmental conception. A 
righteous government ought to punish 
a criminal. 


This punishment is not merely for 
the sake of reform. It may not involve 
reform in any sense. It is not merely 
for the warning of others, though it 
ought to accomplish that result. The 
punishment ought to be a vindication 
of righteousness in opposition to sin. 
Thus far, the moral sensibilities of the 
majority of those who admit any dis- 
tinction between right and wrong would 
be in agreement, at least in abstract 
principle. 

This infliction of penalty leads us only 
to the point of justice without mercy. 
This is the ground on which we stand 
in reading the sixty-ninth Psalm, cer- 
tain elements of which refer to Christ 
by analogy and are so interpreted in 
the New Testament. In this Psalm, the 
course of justice without reference to 
mercy, we find one of the most terrible 
curses that has ever been pronounced 
in any language. 

Let their table before them become a 
snare and when they are in peace, let it 
become a trap. Let their eyes be darkened, 
so that they cannot see; and make their loins 
continually to shake. Pour out thine indig- 
nation upon them, and let the fierceness of 
thine anger overtake them. Let their habi- 
tation be desolate; let none dwell in their 
tents. For they persecute him whom thou 
hast smitten; and they tell of the sorrows 
of those whom thou hast wounded. Add ini- 
quity unto their iniquity; and let them not 
come into thy righteousness. Let them be 
blotted out of the book of life, and not be 
written with the righteous” (Psalm 69:22-28). 

This curse represents the path of jus- 
tice. If we had never heard of the sub- 
stitutional atonement, if we did not know 
of the cross of Christ, if we did not know 
of the “Lamb of God,’ the Messiah- 


Redeemer, God in the flesh, who was 
to come to take away sin, we should 
have to say this curse is inevitable. There 
is no other way. Sin ought to fall upon 
the sinner. It falls upon another. Resti-’ 
tution is impossible. Penalty therefore 
is the only possible response of a moral 
universe to a sinful act. 


We must now suggest another prin- 
ciple which we believe must be con- 
ceded by every serious student of ethics. 
The person sinned against may forgive 
the sinner, but in this case the one who 
forgives suffers for the sinner as a sub- 
stitute. The one who forgives does not 
suffer as a third party. The guilt is not 
artificially transferable, but the one who 
forgives bears in his own person the 
penal consequences of the sin of the 
one who is forgiven. 


Now See the Record 

Turn now to the record of the cruci- 
fixion of our Lord. When God came 
down to earth to dwell among us, he 
lived a marvelous life of helpfulness and 
kindliness. 

Yet, we, the human race, rejected 
Him. Jew and Gentile together, we spat 
in His face, we buffeted Him, we drove 
the spikes through His hands and 
through His feet. We lifted Him up be- 
tween Heaven and earth upon a shame- 
ful cross, not knowing that He was our 
“mediator between God and man.” We, 
the race of humanity, plaited the crown 
of thorns and pressed it down upon His 
brow. 

Then, as though to make the deed 
more terrible, we mocked Him and chal- 
lenged: “If Thou art the Son of God, 
come down from the cross” (Matthew 
27 :40). 
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Let us pause for a moment to analyze 
the significance of this railing challenge. 
What 


Christ had come down from the cross? 


would it have meant if Jesus 
It Jesus Christ had come down from 
the cross, it would have meant that the 
simple course of justice without mercy 
must be pursued. The goodness of God 
could find no way to deal mercifully 
with sinners because “the wages of sin 
is death.” Jesus had said but a few min- 
utes before, ‘““Thinkest thou that I can- 
not beseech my Father, and he shall 
even send me more than twelve 


legions of angels? 


now 

But Jesus had added 
“How then should the Scriptures be ful- 
tilled, that thus it must needs be?” 
(Matthew 26:53, 54). 


immediately 


If Jesus Christ had come down from 
the cross, it would have meant a mani- 
testation of His wrath and power against 
sin, and the invoking of the twelve le 
gions of angels. Yes, all the angels of 
Heaven would have come from the bat- 
tlements of glory to hasten to this earth. 
The whole race of humanity should 
then have been swept into eternal pun- 
ishment. 


Instead of the curse, however, Christ 
died in our place as our substitute. 
Those who murdered Him should have 
been put to death, but instead He died 
in their place. In the one word “for- 
giveness we have more of substitutional 
suffering than in any great system of 
theology that has been developed. Christ 
forgave our sin on the cross. 


As I contemplate Calvary I know that 
in me, that is, in my sinful nature, there 
are those elements which would have 
mocked Him. I might have been one to 
spit in His face. | might have been one 
of those who drove the spikes through 
His hands and through His feet. Yes, 
there is that selfish egotism within my 
old nature, such that | might have been 
one to shout and deride Him, “If Thou 
be the Son of God, come down from 
the cross!” It was my sin that crucified 
my Lord. When he died, forgiving, he 


died in my place, as my substitute. 


We must represent the Son of God 
who died for the world. How dare we 
who have been forgiven refuse to for- 


give one another? 


~ 
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MESSAGE FROM BRITISH CHIEFS 


gospel of Christ, our 
Saviour, for it alone can effectually mold 
character, control conduct and solve the prob 
lems of men and nations and thus make life 
what it should be 

Faith in Christ the Lord, and loyal obedi 
to His will as revealed in the Bible, in 
sures peace of mind and brings satisfaction in 


We commend the 


ence 
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service to God and man 
Andrew Cunningham 
Jack ¢ 
H. R. Alexander, 
B. Paget, General 
lir Marshal 


Idmiral of the Fleet 
Jovey, Admiral 
General 


E. L. Gossage, 


Calvary Evangel 


How to Edit HIS 


INISHING with this issue its third year of publication, and begin- 
[ae with the next issue a new school year with all its challenge 

to Christian students, His purposes to continue to be a magazine 
that will be intensely readable, full of ideas helpful to Christian stu- 
dents and to campus Christian Fellowship groups. Editors of His be- 
lieve that goal is practical if His readers will do their part by (1) pray- 
ing for the His staff, (2) helping to enlarge the circulation of the maga- 
zine and therefore its value, and (3) making sure that the good ideas 
used on their campuses are written up and sent along to the editors. 
What happens to the 
manuscripts submit- 
ted is shown on the 
following pages. 


Always usable are arti- 
cles that say plenty 

. and painlessly 
carry along the read- 
er into new realms of 
purposive Christian 
thinking. 





Below is Inter-Varsity staff member Ken Taylor, associate editor of His. 
whose job it is, 
when _neces- 
sary, to pull 
out of hiding 
many a _ help- 
ful idea in 
manuscripts 
submitted for 
publication. 
Frequently ar- 
ticles can be 
made clearer 
and more read- 
able if they are 
revised a little 
or condensed. 
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Editor Robert Walker, 
right, who pro- 
duced the first is- 
sue of His in the 
fall of 1941, has 
been the guiding 
genius ever since. 
Idea behind His is 
to produce a maga- 
zine of maximum 
attractiveness that 
will help youth 
face their problems 
in the light of 
God’s will. 


Below is “M. A. Klein,” circulation 
manager of His, who also has the re- 
sponsibility of seeing that His comes 
off the press each 
month free from 
typographical (or 
factual) errors. 
Here, pencil in 
hand, Mary Anne 
is seen reading a 
“galley” of one of 
the articles in this 
issue which has 
just come from the 
printer, 



































In the photo, left, sketch- 
ing a new folder to ad- 
vertise His, sits Charles 
Miller, teacher of V-12- 
ers at Northwestern 
University and—in his 
spare time—layout ar- 
tist and efficiency expert 
at Inter-Varsity head- 
quarters in Chicago. 


where His is published. 


So— Why not try your hand at 
an article for His? If your Fel- 
lowship group has used a new 
idea to do a good job of campus 
evangelism, put it down on pa- 
paper and send it to the editors. 
Perhaps the idea will help oth- 
ers, too. Good photographs are 
always needed. His pays for ar- 
ticles and pictures accepted for 
publication. 
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1 Story 


by Elmer Sandberg, University of Chicago 


. bell rang, and class was over. 
With his quick military step Pro- 
fessor Blair left the classroom and walk- 
ed briskly down the corridor of the third 
floor of Merner Hall to his office. 


He was a short, stocky Austrian with 
black hair and mustache, black suit and 
overcoat. He even had a black limousine 
parked at the lower entrance. His eyes, 
too, were black and stern, his voice deep 
and commanding. Students soon learned 
the fallacy of displeasing him, and it was 
not affectionately that they had nick- 
named him “‘Nero”’ Blair. 


Everything about him was as precise 
as a machine. Exact. Even as he was 
exacting. Precision and perfection in- 
carnate. In fact his students could scarce- 
ly remember his ever having made a 
blunder. He was always right. 


Pulling his office key from his coat 
pocket, he inserted it dextrously with a 
sure hand. The heavy door that bore 
his name swung open and then quickly 
slammed shut behind him. Once again 
he stood alone in the half-light of his 
musty office, his inner sanctum, his holy 
of holies, a mysterious place that no 
student had ever seen, lined on every 
wall with ancient volumes. 


In a few minutes he would again be 
busy at the task to which he had dedi- 
cated his life as a scholar—that of dis- 
proving the Bible’s authenticity and ex- 


posing the Christian church as a corrupt 
fraud. 

He had just dismissed his senior ethics 
class where today he had given his an- 
nual lecture to defame the name of 
Christ, exposing him as the greatest 
fraud in history, the most malignant of 
egoists, perverter of the truth, and prop- 
agator of superstitions. Each point was 
cleverly argued, valid according to every 
law of logic. There could be no doubt. 
Jesus of Nazareth must have been a 
fake. 

And yet, alone in his office, he won- 
dered. 

He had done a good job with his 
class, but he was displeased with him- 
self. 

From his briefcase “Nero” Blair now 
took a package and a letter that had ar- 
rived several hours earlier in the morn- 
ing mail. Nothing unusual about that. 
Looked like another book, a common 
enough thing in a professor’s mailbox. In 
his quick, sure manner he soon had the 
contents unwrapped. A book? Yes, but 
more exactly, a diary. That of Rose- 
mary Blair, his sister, who had died a 
few months before on the mission field 
in Africa. Her only two possessions at 
death had been her diary and her Bible. 

The Bible had been sent to Nero’s 
twin brother, Mark, a pastor in Mon- 
tana. And because she knew her pro- 
fessor brother would only abuse her 
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precious Bible, to him the diary had 
been bequeathed as a memory token. 

Nero, whose real name was John, had 
loved his younger sister Rosemary more 
than he had ever loved any other wom- 
an. 

But how he hated Africa. 

It was there his parents as mission- 
aries had been cruelly slain by savage 
natives. The three orphan children had 
been brought to America by a mission- 
ary friend. Here the boys proudly strug- 
gled to provide for their beloved sister 
who had always been delicate, almost 
frail. Rosemary—frail as a rose is frail, 
too beautiful, too delicate for life’s crud- 
ity. Not so much in physique as in soul, 
a soul too sensitive to endure the harsh 
reality of a world of sin. 

Nero had hated Africa even more 
when Rosemary insisted on returning, 
only to be blighted by the tropical sun, 
to wither, and to die. Africa was not 
worthy of her. 

With a tenderness that seemed strange 
even to himself, which would have em- 
barrassed him had any student been 
near, he opened the diary and read page 
after page. 

This was Rosemary’s diary. Even if 
he could have mistaken the neat script, 
the choice of words, the style was all 
Rosemary. 


October 10 

Dear Diary, 
| awoke this morning before it was 
light. With an anxious spirit I looked 
forward into a restless day. But in that 
early hour, while in my devotions, God 
gave me this verse: ‘Be still and know 
that J am God.” It has been my comfort 
all the day. Patiently | am waiting week 
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after week for passage on some ship that 
will carry me to my beloved Africa. 
Every day that passes haunts me with 
shadows, shadows of hundreds of dark 
people who have died this day in the 
darkness of heathenism. How black the 
shadows are. It is difficult then to be 
still, but I do know that God is God and 
His love shall somehow reach the souls 
of Africa. 


November | 
Dear Diary, 
Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel. 

| have heard the commission. Tomor- 
row I leave. Today | spent the entire 
afternoon with my brothers. Only Mark 
is saved. Since his brilliant college ca- 
reer, John has been blinded to true real- 
ity. How it hurts me. He says I am 
dreaming, but if the joy that salvation 
brings to me can also cheer and change 
lives in Africa—Oh John, if that’s all 
it is to you, at least let me dream on. 

* »* 
December 25 
Dear Diary, 
The Lord is my shepherd, J shall not 
want, 

I've been here in the interior of Af- 
rica just one week. It has taken no longer 
to prove that man’s innate need is not 
knowledge of philosophy or modern sci- 
ence, but the knowledge of a living, lov- 
ing God. Lives have been transformed 
from sin and darkness. I wish John were 
here to see the power of the gospel. No 
matter all the other needs that exist. To 
know He 
enough. Christmas, and I am _ alone. 
Some unfriendly natives are threatening 
to attack our tribe, but “He is my shep 


lives and cares for me is 





herd, and J sball not want. 
+ % March 1 
Dear Diary, 

Come unto me all ye that labor and 
are beavy laden, and J will give you 
rest. 

The hot equinox season has come with 
the tropical sun directly overhead. The 
heat makes it hard to work, and I'm 
getting so tired. 

Every day more people are coming 
to hear the gospel of Jesus, our risen 
Lord. It thrills me to see their burdened 
faces light up with joy that becomes 
contageous; and scores—every night— 
sit around the fire singing the new songs 
they have learned, their white eyes flash- 
ing in contrast to their black skin. Yet 
| must leave them to get a little sleep 
before morning. Oh, there’s so much 
more to do! 

One incredulous young man came to 
me this evening eagerly asking how | 
know Christ is alive. I tried to explain 
to him, but a dear old colored lady 
helped me—not by historical evidences, 
though they exist. She simply said she 
knows He lives because she saw Him 
living in me, and now she’s even more 
sure because He lives in her too. 

The confession of the heart illumines 
the mind. 

Oh, that John’s heart was as keen as 
his mind; that he might remember the 
God of our father and the God to whom 
he too once prayed that night when we 
children were alone and afraid! God did 
provide then. And He still lives and 
gives strength and rest... . 

* * 
April 15 
Dear Diary, 
“Let not your heart be troubled, nei 


ther let it be afraid. In Aly Fatber's 
house are many mansions.” 

Today the doctor told me | have but 
a few months to live. They want me to 
return to the States. But I will stay and 
work—then rest in the soil of my be- 
loved Africa. I have no fear and but one 
wish—to speak to my brother again, 
just once more, to tell him what I have 
seen these months, The presence of God 
has become more real to me than the 
sun or the jungles. 

He moves among men who are will- 
ing to listen. 

He lives. 

Christ Jesus lives today, and I too, 
though I must die, will live again be- 
cause He lives and has conquered death 
and sin. 

. *« &* * 

There were many more pages, but 
Nero couldn't stand any more. He felt 
his cold, clear mind confused by min- 
gled, conflicting emotions—of hope . . . 
and doubt. 

A letter had also come in that morn- 
ing’s mail. The envelope was addressed 
in the clear, friendly style of his twin 
brother, Rev. Mark Blair. 

+ * 
Dear Brother John, 

I am writing to inform you of my 
plans to return to Africa. Through read- 
ing our sister's Bible, with its many in- 
serted notes, I have felt the strange duty 
to finish her work, as we have always 
done, John. 

It will be difficult to leave this con- 
gregation I have come to love. Not be- 
ing a large church, I fear that few will 
seek to fill the empty pulpit. But I must 
go to those who have never heard. I am 

concluded on page 21 











._ is NO more important event in 
all the fall program of a campus 
Christian fellowship group than the an- 
nual reception for freshmen and new 
students. 

It is the time to find, fellow Christians 
among the freshmen—Christians who a 
few months later may be far into a whirl 
of social life and study that will exclude 
Christian fellowship 
because of already 
developed disinter- 
est and because time 
for Christian activi- 
; ties has not been in- 


cluded in_ their 





schedule. 

And it is one of the finest occasions 
of the year to present the Lord Jesus 
Christ to those who are not acquainted 
with Him. 

Thus every Inter - Varsity chapter 
ought to aim to have such a reception 
this fall. 

But how to go about it? Here are some 
tested ideas that have been used by other 
Inter-Varsity chapters in the United 
States and Canada. 

First, get the names of the freshman 
class, so you can send, each member an 
invitation to the reception. In some uni- 
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WIN 
THOSE 
FRESHMEN 


by ( athie Nicoll 


versities these names can be secured 
from the registrar's office. A personal- 
ized invitation card can then be sent to 
all the freshmen inviting them to a re- 
ception in their honor sponsored by the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. Re- 
member that this comes to the freshmen 
along with a great many attractive invi- 
tations, and often the advertising for 
Christian activities has fallen tar below 
the recognized standards for a secular 
affair. So send an invitation that can take 
its place anywhere. First impressions 
mean so much in a thing like this. 

On campuses where it is not possible 
to get the names and addresses from the 
registrar's office, members of the group 
can be stationed in registration lines and 
an invitation given each registrant along 
with a warm personal suggestion to at- 
tend the reception. 


How many will respond to the invi- 
tation is one of those things no one can 
predict. Sometimes there is a handful, 
sometimes several hundred, depending 
on the size of the university and whether 
the Inter-Varsity group is well known 
on the campus. If the group is rather 
new, its vitality and the thoroughness 
with which the preparatory work and 
publicity have been done are important 





tactors. Thoroughness in prayer prepar- 
ation is essential. Remember, although 
you want to reach as many students as 
possible, most important is that those 
who come—whether many or few—will 
be given the right impression of Chris- 
tian fellowship activities and of the Lord 
Jesus, whom Christian students seek to 
honor in all they do. 

A good place for meeting is essential, 
preferably in the university itself. Some 
of the university officials should be in- 
vited, and if there is to be a more or 
less formal reception, the dean of women 
should be asked to be in the receiving 
line. Select very carefully from some of 
your older members a reception com- 
mittee to meet the freshmen as they 
come into the room. Be sure to get 
names and addresses. A good way to do 
this is to have part of the reception com- 
mittee at the door, putting names of the 
guests on attractive name tags and at 
the same time making copies for future 
reference. Other members of the recep- 
tion committee should be scattered all 
through the gathering as hosts and host- 
esses, welcoming guests and making con- 
tacts that should 
bear fruit in days 
to come. 

The reception 
committee and 
other members 
of the Inter-Var- 
sity group must 
not forget that in 
presenting the 
work of their 
Christian Fellow- 
ship they are pre- 
senting the most 
important phase 





in any student’s life. They need never 
feel that they are intruding to ask for 
space in university projects and for stu- 
dent time. If possible, project yourself 
back a few years and recapture some of 
your own freshman sensations: Your de- 


ag fsa 





termination to get everything possible 
out of those four years of college—and 
yet the strange confusion of mind that 
results from being faced with so many 
responsibilities that it is almost impossi- 
ble to make up your mind which will 
contribute the maximum to your univer- 
sity and future life. 

The reception or tea should be 
planned according to the recognized tra- 
ditions of the university. In some places 
I am told that students wouldn’t know 
what to do with a cup of tea! In that 
event serve punch or a fruit drink—just 
whatever (within limits!) will make 
them feel the most at home. But never 
let the arrangements be lower than 
standards of other functions on the cam- 
pus, Make sure there is a finish and dig- 
nity about all details. They should, be so 
well planned in advance that each part 
of the reception will look as though it 
all ‘‘just happened” in the most charm- 
ing and casual way. 

The student president for the ensuing 
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year will have already been elected and 
should act as chairman of the program. 
This can come before or after refresh- 
ments have been served. He should wel- 
come the freshmen and members of the 
faculty. If an Inter-Varsity staff member 
is present, it is usually customary to in- 
troduce him and let him give a brief out- 
line of the history and work of the Fel- 
lowship. 

Afterwards the guests should hear 
from the students—carefully picked, to 
represent various fields in the university. 
Two of them, and certainly not more 
than three, ought to be enough. Ask 
these students to speak for a few minutes 
on what it has meant to them to know 
Christ during their years at the univer- 
sity, and to make mention of the Fellow- 
ship only as it may have been instru- 
mental in making their Christian life 
more vital. There is a real temptation 
for such speakers to want to sermonize 
or to give a stereotyped sort of testi- 
mony. I think a good deal of thought and 
prayer should be put into this so that it 
may be a fresh, real experience couched 
in the language of the average student 
and having a very practical bearing on 
the problems they will likely meet. 

After that an outline can be given of 
the proposed activities of the year, and 
if it is at all possible guests should be 
left with a nicely printed schedule of 
these events to take away with them as 
a constant reminder of coming Fellow- 
ship activities. 

Some Inter-Varsity chapters supple- 
ment this reception with a real publicity 
drive on registration day. They have 
members stationed in every place in the 
university where students will be regis- 
tering, to give each freshman a schedule 
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of Inter-Varsity events and sometimes 
accompany it with an appropriate tract 
of university level. 

But don’t feel as though you have 
done all that needs to be done when you 
are relaxing and breathing freely again 
after a very successful freshman recep- 
tion—the job is only just begun! All 
those names and addresses that were so 
carefully collected should be handed 
over to your membership secretary. He 
will allocate them to key students in the 
various faculties, who in turn may have 
to divide them into smaller groups and 
give a list of names to Christian students 
in that faculty. The next couple of 
months, before each Fellowship func- 
these freshmen should be tele- 
phoned and invited personally. 


tion, 








You will always find that there have 
been some who have come to the recep- 
tion out of curiosity and have decided 
that such a group has no place in their 
life—but I hope and pray that you may 
find, as I have, that there will be others 
who will subsequently come to know 
Christ as Saviour through the initial in- 
troduction of your freshman reception. 


I think it was Charles Trumbull who 
said, “General preaching is only a pre- 
liminary; the harvest is always hand- 
picked.” Christian students have a real 
responsibility to make and _ cultivate 
friends among the freshmen that the 
Lord has brought out in answer to your 
prayers. 


owner 


Nero Blair, concluded from page 17 
leaving as soon as possible, but shall 
make a point of seeing you. 

Your brother, MARK 

P. S—lI thought you would like to 
know that on the flyleaf of Rosemary’s 
Bible | found her prayer list. Africa 
came first. John, you were second, 

+ + 

Hours had passed. The dim half-light 
ot Nero's office had faded into dark- 
ness. Many memories surged through 
his troubled mind. Again and again he 
read in the diary; again and again the 
words of his last lecture haunted him. 
(‘There could be no doubt. Jesus of 
Nazareth must have been a fake.””) Had 
he actually said it? 

The big black limousine was parked 
at the lower entrance of Merner Hall 
all that night... . Had the janitor opened 
the door of Nero’s office he might have 
seen the figure of a man on his knees 
beside his desk. . . . 

+ : 

For several days the students came, 
with their usual fear, to the ethics class. 
For several days they had found a note 
written on the board, “There will be no 
class in ethics today.” Signed, “Dr. 
Blair.” No one regretted that fact. But 
the students couldn’t imagine Nero be- 
ing human enough to get sick. 


When after several days Nero Blair 
was present to conduct class, he ordered 
all notebooks passed forward. “I wish 
all your notes taken on lectures this 
semester.” The huge stack of papers he 
promptly pushed into a wastepaper bas- 
ket, and then announced: 

“Today I am retiring as your instruc- 
tor. My resignation is already in the 
hands of the president. Next week I be- 
come the new pastor of a little country 
church in Montana. This is my duty. 

“I must confess the greatest blunder 
man is capable of—ignoring God. It is 
impossible for me to undo my error. | 
have destroyed your papers, but I can 
never destroy the seed of doubt I have 
sown in your minds. Throughout your 
lives it will spring up as weeds. God, be 
merciful to me and forgive me. 

“This is our last hour together. How 
shall I proceed to rectify my wrong in 
so short a time? I know no better way 
than to read to you from the account of 
Holy Scripture the highest and greatest 
of all known ethics: ‘Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart— 
and thy neighbor as thyself.’ 

“What has happened to me, you ask? 
I know but one thing: whereas I was 
blind, now J see. This one thing I know.” 








What Do You Do On Sunday? 


by Arnold 5. Aldis 


TT HIs is not a plea tor a return to the 
Victorian Sunday! There is nothing 
to be gained in seeking to put back the 
clock. There is no virtue in preserving 
the exact manners and modes of the past 
simply because they are historic. 

But we are concerned with the prin- 
ciples which underlie the Christian Sun- 
day and the way in which those princi- 
ples may best find expression in the day 
and generation in which we are living. 
The principles are unalterable, but the 
modes and customs and forms of ex- 
pression of those principles may well 
change with the changing years. 

It seems to me that the real meaning 
of Sunday may be simply comprehended 
in three phrases: a day of rest a 
day of worship a day of service 

That man should enjoy one day’s rest 
in seven is a divine imperative which 
finds its place in the Decalogue and must 
surely be no less binding than the other 
Commandments. Moreover, man is so 
made that such a rest is a physical ne- 
cessity for his well-being. This has been 
proved again and again, and it is in- 
teresting to notice that the Royal Com- 
mittee of Investigation into the subject 
of Industrial Health in War Time in 
1940 put forward as their first finding 
that the seven-day week could not be 
worked even for a short time without 
detriment to health and efficiency. This 
has particular significance for Christian 
students, who know that their bodies are 


temples of the Holy Spirit . . . and that 
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tailure to properly care for that temple 
is sin. 

Such a rest should be not only physi- 
cal but mental. Sunday should be kept 
apart from the ordinary pursuits of the 
week, and this should affect our reading 
and other mental activities. This bas a 
special significance for students, who 
often feel that the pressure of work o1 
the imminence of examinations make it 
necessary for secular study and reading 
lo continue on Sundays. | do not believe 
that this is ever necessary, and indeed 
I am sure that a weekly “break-away” 
from the subjects which fill our minds 
during the week provides just that men- 
tal relaxation which is so necessary if 
our minds are going to be at their best. 
regretted the 


at the beginning of bis 


The writer bas never 


decision made 
student career never to use Sunday for 
study. There is an inexhaustible store of 
literature which we might reserve for 
Sunday reading, and the writer will do 
no more than remark on the great spir 
itual inspiration which he has received 
through the reading of missionary biog- 
raphies. 

But, some argue, if Sunday is intended 
to be a day of physical and mental rest, 
what better rest could there be for tired 
minds and bodies than a day spent in 
the open air walking or cycling or play- 





This article is adapted from the British Inter- 
Varsity Magazine 


ing games? To this suggestion the second 
phrase, ‘‘a day of worship’ supplies the 
answer. 

Sunday is to be not only a day of 
physical and mental refreshment, but it 
is also to be a day of spiritual renewal, 
which may be found in a special way in 
the activity of worship. We make use 
every day of the means of spiritual re- 
newal provided by prayer and Bible 
reading, and these we should use to the 
full on Sundays; but on this day we 
have in addition the particular oppor- 
tunity of renewal through worship which 
we neglect only at the cost of irreparable 
loss. 

But, say many people today, “I can 
worship God without going to church, 
and indeed I can worship Him better 
amid the beauties of nature than within 
the walls of a man-made building.” To 
this specious argument there are two 
obvious replies: True, it is possible to 
worship God outside a church—but do 
you personally really worship Him on 
the golf course, or motoring in the coun- 
try? Secondly, there is a corporate as- 
pect to worship which makes it impos- 
sible for one person alone to enter fully 
into the meaning of worship. 

No amount of private devotions can 
take the place of united worship in com- 
pany with God’s people, and it is this 
fact which led the writer of the epistle 
to the Hebrews to warn his readers not 
to forsake the assembling of ‘themselves 
together (10:25). 

Rest and worship thus combine to 
make Sunday a day of personal renewal 
of body, mind and spirit, but there re- 
mains a third use for Sunday—“a day 
of service.” 


There can be no doubt that Sunday 
presents unparalleled opportunities for 
Christian witness and evangelism, and it 
is interesting to trace how God has 
blessed His work on His day. Oppor- 
tunities abound in Sunday schools and 
mission halls, and every Christian should 
seek to take his share in the active evan- 
gelistic work of the Church. 

What should be the attitude of the 
Christian to wartime demands for Sun- 
day work? There is a great deal of work 
which must go on on Sundays, and such 
work connected with the necessities of 
life of the community was never forbid- 
den in Scripture, although it was en- 
joined that it should be kept to a mini- 
mum. In my own profession as a doctor, 
for example, patients do not cease to be 
ill on Sundays, and, while one does not 


arrange regular work for that day, yet 


the calls of duty have to be met, and we 
have our Lord’s own example to guide 
us with respect to all such acts of mercy 
(Matt. 12:10-12). 

At the present time, however, there is 
a great increase in the demand for Sun 
day work. Much of this may be neces 
sary, but we should not accept it as such 
altogether without question. Parades, for 
example, are often held on Sunday 
mornings on the plea that it is the only 
available time, when often one suspects 
the real reason is because the majority 
do not want to give up their Saturday 
afternoon. The Christian is under no 
obligation to give up his Sunday morn- 
ing worship so that the non-Christian 
may have his Saturday afternoon golf, 
and in such circumstances he should be 
prepared to voice his objection. 
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M™ Dawson Trotman, intense, 
hard-hitting leader of The Navi- 
gators, unique among Christian service- 
men’s organizations. 

Winning their buddies to Christ, chal- 
lenging Christian servicemen and lead- 


ing them into lives of down-to-earth, 
ristianity, Trotman and his 
Navigators—Christian sailors, soldiers 


practical 


and Marines—are witnessing for Christ 
today on every battlefront and beach 
head of the war. 

On every continent, in 450 Army 
camps, on 350 Navy “battlewagons,”’ 
Navigators are digging into the Word 
of God and living it. 
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Sketch of the Month 


by Don Hoke 


Recognized as spiritual leaders, many 
are acting as chaplains in units where no 
regular chaplain has been assigned. Oth 
ers, like Navigator Vic McAnney, a cas 
ualty of the U. S. S. Astoria, are giving 
their chaplains plenty of the kind of help 
that is needed. ‘I’m supposed to be a 
spiritual leader of my men,” Vic’s chap- 
lain said, “but I received much more 
from Vic than I ever gave him in the 
way of spiritual guidance. He was a 
much-needed encouragement to me and 
proof of what the undivided Christ-life 
can do in the Navy.” 

Literally from pole to pole, Naviga- 
tors are demonstrating that the Christian 
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lite is a virile and practical daily experi- 
ence. They are doing it by building their 
lives on the Word of God. 

They are inspired and led by a little- 
publicized dynamo for the Lord, Daw- 
son Trotman. 

When Trotman was led of God to 
start The Navigators, back in 1933, he 
was a near-broke filling station operator 
near San Pedro, Calif. His personal his- 
tory prior to that time was a checkered 
one. 

Born in Brisby, Ariz., in 1906, he 
grew up in the tough little mining town 
of Lomita, Calif. Through high school, 
where he was student body president, 
and in the years immediately following, 
he lived characteristically all-out—but 
for self and pleasure only. 

One Sunday night when he was 20, 
his conscience slightly troubling him 
after spending a day in the local jail for 
disturbing the peace—a not unusual oc- 
currence —he drifted into the young 
people's meeting of a local church. The 
leader announced a contest and gave 
contestants on both sides 10 scripture 
verses tO memorize. 

Young Trotman took him seriously, 
though apparently the Christian young 
people didn’t. The next Sunday night 
Trotman knew the 10 verses—the only 
one in the group who did. So he was 
given 10 more. He learned them too. 
The third week the Word of God took 
effect. As he was walking down the 
street John 5:24 hit him squarely, and 
then and there he accepted Christ as his 
Saviour. 

To this young man, salvation was real. 
He began to live as strenuously for 
Christ as he had for himself. Soon there 
were four boys’ clubs booming in the 


town of Lomita, 250 boys meeting each 
week to have a good time—and to learn 
the Bible. For seven years Trotman was 
out several nights a week with a gospel 
team preaching anywhere an opening 
came. 

An attractive young high school girl 
he led to Christ after a youth meeting, 
five years later became his wife. Today 
he says, “We have the perfect Christian 
home!” 

The milksop type of Christianity he 
found among most Christians disheart- 
ened him. So he covenanted with anoth- 
er Christian to meet every morning in 
the hills outside the town for prayer— 
at 5 a.m. There around a fire they prayed 
from five o’clock to seven o'clock daily 
for six weeks. After the first week, they 
exhausted the prayer requests for Lom- 
ita, No use to keep on praying over and 
over for those things—God had heard 
their prayers, they reasoned. So they 
began to pray for the surrounding 
towns. When these had been covered, 
they listed the 48 states in the Union, 
and systematically prayed that God 
would raise up witnesses and save souls 
all over the nation. 

After the six weeks were over, these 
morning prayer meetings were discon- 
tinued, but not the spirit of them. Trot- 
man was praying for the avenue of 
service God would have him in, and 
while sick in the hospital a few months 
later, the idea came. 

Fresh out of the hospital, he contacted 
six like-minded Christians and formed 
the “Minutemen.” Their bond was a 
mutual responsibility to meet 12 require- 
ments—among them, daily Scripture 
memorizing, daily prayer, daily witness- 
ing, daily spiritual self-examination, and 
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a weekly follow-up of at least one person 
whom they had led to Christ. For a year 
the “Minutemen” followed this rigorous 
spiritual program, and God blessed. 

About this time Trotman quit his job 
driving trucks for a lumber yard and 
bought a filling station near San Pedro 
where he could be his own boss and 
give more time to the Lord’s work, for 
there had come to him a powerful reali- 
zation of the need for winning sailors 
to Christ and helping Christian sailors 
the Christian life. As he 
prayed for leading, God answered by 
sending along a Christian sailor to chat 
with him. His name was Les Spencer. 

“What are you doing tonight?” Trot- 
man suddenly asked Spencer. 


really live 


“I don’t know.” 

“How would you like to go up in the 
hills and talk about the Lord?” 

‘Swell, let’s go.” 

Parked on a lonely road overlooking 
the valley, they were accosted by a cop. 
“Where's the liquor?” he demanded. 

“Right here,” replied Trotman, whip- 
ping out his Testament. Surprised, the 
cop asked, “You believe that?” 

mes.” 

“lL used to believe the Bible,” the offi 
cer said, “Tell me why you think it’s 
true.” 

After half an hour of listening to his 
arguments against the Bible and faith, 
Trotman broke in, “I thought you want- 
ed me to talk to you about the Bible?” 

“That's right,” the cop replied. 

“All right, let’s quit arguing then, and 
get down to business.” And for half an 
hour, from Genesis 6 through the plan 
of salvation, Trotman led him to faith in 
Christ as his Saviour. 

Going home that night, Spencer turn- 
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ed to Trotman and said, “I'd give my 
right arm to do what you did tonight.” 

“No, you wouldn't,” Trotman came 
back. 

A Scotch-Irishman, Spencer looked 
him in the eye, said steadily, J said J 
would 

And so tor three months Spencer and 
Trotman spent every minute Spencer 
could get poring through the Bible, mem- 
orizing verses and locations, studying. 
Trotman gave Spencer little jobs to do, 
little opportunities and responsibilities 
of Christian service, and wouldn't pro- 
ceed into the study till he had done 
them. 

At the end of three months this first 
Navigator went to sea. 

Today as then, Navigators are known 
as ‘the guys who read the Bible.” When 
a Navigator strikes a new ship, he doesn’t 
ask if there are any Christians on board 
(one ofticer retorted, ‘Sure, we're all 
Christians.”’) but he asks, “Is there any- 
body on ship who reads his Bible >” They 
have found this a sure-fire indication and 
witness of a true Christian. 

After Spencer, God led three more 
sailors to Trotman for spiritual drilling. 
And from that day the Navigators have 
steadily 
mony for Christ, hundreds strong. 


grown to a world-wide testi- 

Intense and unsparingly rigorous in 
his own spiritual life, Trotman is a man’s 
kind of Christian. Though never a serv- 
iceman himself, he is uniquely able to 
win and hold the universal admiration 
and respect of the toughest gobs or 
doughboys. 

The spiritual discipline which he built 
for himself over the years became a vital 
factor in the Navigators, a factor which 
has long since proven its worth. Follow- 
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up is the keynote of the Navigator plan. 
Claiming that conversion is only 10% 
of the job, Trotman asserts that the 
majority of converts don’t get very far 
because they are not followed up after 
they have accepted Christ. So the Navi- 
gator plan puts a man on a spiritual diet 
designed to build him up in the faith 
from the moment he is born again. 

Scripture memorization is the heart of 
the program. Navigators must memorize 
three new verses a week, and constantly 
review previously-learned ones. Bible 
study and active witnessing through a 
clean, all-out life for Christ are also es 
sential to the Navigator program. 

And that the program produces, is 
amply evident to anyone who knows a 
Navigator. 

Of the first five Navigators, three are 
already foreign missionaries, one a home 
missionary, one a pastor. 

At Pearl Harbor on the night of De- 
cember 7, Navigator Downey started a 
Bible class that lasted for two solid 
months with 20 to 60 men in attendance 
every night. Chaplains and officers write 





back constantly of the consistent wit- 
ness of the men around the world. And 
in 1941 a skeptical Colliers correspond- 
ent gave ungrudging testimony to the 
clean-cut Christianity of Navigators he 
had _ studied. 

Since the Navigators didn’t begin with 
the war, they won't end with it. 

Post-war plans? “They're terrific,” 
Trotman enthusiastically explodes 
“With the cream of U. S. men in the 
service, and many of them going all-out 
for Christ, we'll have the man power to 
shake America after the war.” 

Already many Navigators are writing 
back concerning Christian service they 
plan to enter. Youth work is the aim of 
many. Scores are looking to the mission 
field or pastorates, and are beginning 
their missionary careers now, on ship- 
board or battlefront. And the high cali- 
bre Christianity the Navigators live is 
bound to count for Christ wherever He 
sends them. 

And as God leads, personable, modest 
and spiritually exacting Dawson Trot- 
man will spark the Navigators to greater 
achievements for their Captain, Christ. 


oa 





THE STRENGTH of the evangelical church 
in China and even in Japan is due, in no small 
measure, to the fact that the Christian chal- 
lenge was presented to the students of the 
universities. Some of the leaders, not only in 


the Chinese Christian church but also in the 
Government today, are men upon whom 
Christ laid His claims when they were in 
college,” according to W. Stanley Rycroft 
writing in On This Foundation (Friendship 
Press, New York, 60c). Mr. Rycroft con- 
tinues: 

‘The tragedy in Latin America is that this 


continued from back cover 


challenge has scarcely been presented at all 
Students generally have no use for religion, 
since they only know a formal, ecclesiastical 
system that does not have any bearing on 
their lives. They have, therefore, no faith by 
which to live. 

“The urgent problem of an adequate leader- 
ship in the Christian church in these republics 
will not be solved until students are brought 
to Christ and are led to enter the ranks of 
those who serve His cause and kingdom. And 
when we think of the problem of leadership, 
we must not limit it to ministerial leadership.’ 
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Pernaps THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ar- 
ticle in this issue of HIS for Inter-Varsity 
chapters and other campus Christian fellow- 
ship groups is staff member Cathie Nicoll's 
practical suggestions about how to acquaint 
freshmen and new students with other Chris- 
tians on the campus, Many a Christian stu- 
dent has 
Christian companionship right away upon ar- 
riving on the campus. It is your opportunity 
and responsibility to find these students and 


gone under” because he didn’t find 


to help them adjust themselves to their new 
It takes much planning and 
work. But it’s well worth it 


life at college 


UNUSUAL, TO SAY THE LEAST, is the 
outdoor Bible study class of the Ohio State 
chapter, pic- 

tured here 

As indicated 

by the pic- 

ture, the 

acoustics 

are good for 

the speaker, 

while the 

stadium §ar- 

rangement 

gives the audience a clear view 


Norman Lea, UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 
engineering student and one of the mainstays 
of the Varsity Christian Fellowship, has been 
having his troubles and joys on his summer 
construction job at Waskesiu Lake, Saskatch- 
ewan, As junior engineer, he began the sum- 
mer in charge of a field gang and under the 
supervision of an assistant engineer. But the 
assistant engineer only stayed on the job for 
one week and departed for other points, leav- 
ing the job in Norman's lap! 
says Norman, “that I am, in effect, in charge 
of the job and have to look after all kinds of 
in addition to the field work. My 


This means,’ 


torms, etc., 


by the editors 


crew consists of one drattsman (a second- 
year student), half a dozen high school boys 
and a few Indians.’’ Norman adds that, as an 
example of the providing hand of the Lord, 
the draftsman turned out to be an Inter- 


Varsity man from the University of Alberta! 


Which BILL PELLETIER, 
whose features adorned the cover of the last 
issue of HIS. Bill reports from Great Lakes 
Naval Station, where he is taking his boot 


reminds us of 


training, that the Lord really has answered 
his prayer for Christian comradeship. First 
night in the barracks he pulled out his Testa- 
ment to read, and prayed by the side of his 
cot. He hoped some other Christian would 
come over and join him. But no one seemed 
to either approve or disapprove. Disappoint- 
ed, he went to bed, But a bit later the sailor 
next to his came in—and 


Bill made haste to 


whose cot was 
pulled out a Testament 
introduce himself, and then found the other 
fellow was another Inter-Varsity man. 


Next day as these two were returning to 
the Barracks, two other fellows approached, 
Bibles in arms, and asked if they hadn’t heard 
Bill speaking about Inter-Varsity; then broke 
the good news that a Bible study group had 
recently been organized, with eight out to the 
iirst meeting 
10 of us!” 


The next meeting there were 
Bill writes. Several of the 
tellows are Inter-Varsity men 


CANADIAN READERS NOTE: Mel Donald, 
Associate General Secretary of Inter-Varsity 
office 


Inquiries are 


need for an 
the Toronto office 
solicited from any 


in Canada, writes of a 
worker in 
Christian young person 
with university or high school graduation who 
has had training in general stenography and 
bookkeeping. Send inquiries to 1130 Bay 
Street, Toronto 5. 
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